


same opposition as bottled water.

Brennan acknowledged that opposition to the industry is growing, but he put it in the context of growth in the
popularity of bottled water.

"To be quite honest, I don't pretend to understand it," Brennan said. "I think it's isolated, yet loud."

Poland Spring currrently gets water from more than 20 wells in eight Maine communities, including Fryeburg,
Denmark and Dallas Plantation. The company has bottling plants in Hollis and Poland Spring, and – in response
to rising demand – plans to open a third plant in Kingfield.

In York County, the water district's recent decision to delay a vote on the Poland Spring deal followed a public
meeting where more than 100 people expressed their opposition.

The water district's trustees voted to postpone their decision until after an independent scientific review of the
data underlying the proposal.

Emily Posner, the state leader of Defending Water for Life, said she was heartened by the outpouring of
opposition to the deal. She said that people from all over Maine came out to stand up against the corporate
control of water.

Brennan, of Poland Spring, countered that many of the people protesting the deal are not from the Kennebunk
area or even from Maine.

"And that in my mind is somewhat troubling," he said.
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