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Do you think twice when you turn on your
faucet? Where does the water come from? Who

laid the pipes? Who owns your water? Is the water
safe to drink?

If you draw water from a well, do you know its
source? Do you know whether other property
owners have plans to draw on this underground
water for commercial sales or how these
withdrawals are regulated? Are permits required?

Even if you can answer these questions today, do
you know that international trade agreements,
negotiated without any public participation, could
determine how your water is provided, how much
may be available, and what standards are
permissible to regulate the quality of your water in
the future? 

Do you know that these trade agreements take away
basic democratic rights?

DonÕt leave your right to safe,
sufficient, affordable drinking water up
to corporate water privatizers who are
working closely with their governments
to write trade and investment
agreements that promote their ability to
profit from provision of water. 

Water must be safeguarded for all peoples and for
all life on this planet. This will not happen when
global rules about water use which affect us all are
negotiated behind closed doors without any
accountability to public officials and citizens.

This guide gives you the basic facts relating to water
and trade. Other resources listed at the end provide
more background information about these
agreements and about the global water crisis.

Global Water Crisis
■ 70% of the world is covered by water but less

than 1% of the earth’s water is available for
human consumption. The rest is salt water (97%),
glaciers, polar ice and inaccessible groundwater.

■ This precious sliver of the earth’s surface, along
with the waters beneath the surface, is being
polluted by industry, the military and agribusiness
and by lack of adequate sanitation made worse by
migration to cities.

■ Agriculture currently uses “a global average of
70% of all water withdrawals from rivers, lakes
and aquifers” but much of this water never
reaches the crops because of evaporation, leakage
during transport, and growth of weeds.1

■ As billions of dollars are poured into military
conquest and as the IMF and World Bank debt
repayment policies require government programs
in developing countries to be slashed, fewer and
fewer public funds are available to provide people
with safe drinking water and sewage treatment.

■ In 2001, 2 million people, mostly children under 5,
died from infectious diarrhea due to unsafe
drinking water, according to the United Nations.2

Blue Gold
With water in short supply and demand very high,
water has a market value. Corporations and
investors now see water as “Blue Gold” which can
be mined for great profits. 

ÒWater is the last infrastructure
frontier for private investors.Ó 

Ð John Bastin of the European Bank 
of Reconstruction and Development 

The World Bank places the value of the world water
market at close to $800 billion. If this market
develops, corporations will sell clean water to those
who can afford it.

There are also profits to be made from providing
water and sewer services. The World Bank projects
the private water management business could reach
$1 trillion by 2021.

Water as a Human Right
In 2002, UN Committee on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights declared:

ÒThe human right to drinking water 
is fundamental to life and health.
Sufficient and safe drinking water 
is a precondition for the realization 
of human rights.Ó 

Unfortunately, this is not what the trade and
investment agreements promote. Quite the opposite!
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