


Vote on Poland Spring deal gets delayed

against the bottled water industry. A public meeting on the issue Sunday night drew more than 100 people to the
Unitarian Universalist Church in Kennebunk.

On Wednesday, Erik Johnson of Hollis told protesters that he believes his town was "sold down the river" when
it invited Poland Spring to build a bottling plant there. He said the rumble of Poland Spring trucks has become a
constant in his life and he wishes the town had never invited the company into the community with a tax break.

Other speakers predicted dire consequences related to surrendering control of water supplies to Poland Spring's
parent company. Poland Spring is a subsidiary of Nestle Waters North America.

"We're here because this multinational corporation from away is trying to come into our state and our 'bioregion'
and take our water," said Emily Posner of Montville, the state leader of Defending Water for Life, a project of
the national Alliance for Democracy. Posner said her campaign is organized around the idea that nobody should
profit from water.

Annie Weinberg is an organizer with the "Take Back the Tap" campaign of the Washington, D.C.-based Food
and Water Watch, which recently released a study claiming that water plant jobs are low-paying and dangerous.
Weinberg said her organization believes the bottled water industry comes at the expense of public water supplies.

Brennan, the Poland Spring natural resources manager, said his company does not work in opposition to public
water supplies and provides hundreds of good-paying jobs in rural areas of Maine. He said the company has an
inherent interest in the sustainability of its product and has worked to minimize the plastic content of its bottles.

El-Shafei said she plans to have more opponents at the trustees' July meeting. "This place will be packed," she
said. "I'll get 1,000 people there."
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